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MANY MONTANA CHILDREN LIVE IN POVERTY 
DESPITE STATE’S IMPROVING ECONOMY
MISSOULA —
Montana has experienced four consecutive years of economic growth of 4 percent or 
more, yet 20 percent of the state’s children ages 0-17 live in households with income below the 
federal poverty level. That’s according to the 2006 Montana KIDS COUNT Data Book 
published by The University of Montana’s Bureau o f Business and Economic Research.
Those under 5 years of age ~  23 percent -  represent the largest share of children in 
poverty, the data book reports. There has been little change in these rates over the past five 
years, despite the fact that the state’s economy has improved.
Funded through the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the Montana KIDS COUNT program 
is a statewide effort to identify the status and well-being of Montana children by collecting data 
about them and publishing an annual data book.
Steve Seninger, BBER director of Montana KIDS COUNT, said Montana children 
living below the federal poverty level had substantial declines in health insurance coverage, 
going from an uninsured rate of 19 percent four years ago to 29 percent by 2005. That change 
represents 4,000 more low-income children joining the ranks of Montana’s uninsured.
“Low-wage jobs and higher insurance premiums contribute to the increasing lack of 
health insurance for Montana kids, especially for low-income kids,” Seninger said. Currently,
-more-
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Montana has 37,000 children under 18 without any form of health insurance.
On a more positive note, the number of Montana kids in the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program grew by 10 percent -- an increase of 1,120 individuals — because of 
funding increases, Seninger said.
The 2006 Montana KIDS COUNT Data Book features expanded county-level data and 
analysis. Each county has its own page, with 32 indicators of child well-being showing the 
2000 base year for comparison to the current year. An additional new feature is a ranking of 
counties on two statistically significant groups of indicators: 1) poverty and social economic 
opportunity and 2) youth risk behaviors.
Several conclusions emerged from this analysis of Montana’s 56 counties. Declining 
populations, rural counties and reservation counties had the highest scores on poverty and lack 
of economic opportunities, Seninger said. Youth risk behaviors involving alcohol, drugs and 
antisocial behavior were equally distributed over all counties -  rural, urban, expanding and 
declining. These risk behaviors occurred in all types of communities throughout the state.
Also important in this year’s data book is a special section on the policies that benefit 
children and families growing up in today’s highly competitive, global economy. This section 
examines policy measures and what Montana is -  or is not -  doing specific to each.
The 2006 data book and other information on the Montana KIDS COUNT program are 
available through BBER by calling 406-243-5113.
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